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Meyers, Robert COE j2 03 /,29

____

To: Arlene Jordan

Subject: RE: Section 2-11.1 Miami-Dade County Code

David,

I read the reply you received from the State and I want to weigh in on this matter from the local perspective. As you know the
County Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics Ordinance is applicable to all of the Miami-Dade County municipalities. The
relevant facts are that your firm is seeking to serve as Independent Counsel to the City of Miami Civilian Investigative Panel
CIP and one of your shareholders is the son of a CIP member. Section 2-1 1.1d of the County Code creates limitations on
business entities wishing to transact business with government departments or boards. An individual board member is barred
from doing business with his/her board when the board member or his/her immediate family holds a controlling financial interest
in a firm that seeks to do business with the government board on which the individual sits. Generally speaking, a controlling
financial interest is defined as ten percent ownership of the firm, but there are circumstances under which a person has less
than a ten percent interest but still meets the definition of a controlling financial interest. Moreover, immediate family is defined
as parents, spouse of children.

In the instant case, your firm’s shareholder, who is the son of one of the members of the CIP, does not hold a direct or indirect
controlling financial interest in the firm. Therefore, the County Code of Ethics Ordinance would not prohibit the firm from
entering into a contract with the CIP.

If you have any additional questions, please contact me at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Robert Meyers
Executive Director

Original

Message

From: Arlene Jordan [mailto:AJordan@wsh-law.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 2003 3:37 PM
To: Meyers, Robert COE
Cc: David M. Wolpin
Subject: Section 2-11.1 Miami-Dade County Code

Dear Robert:

As we discussedyesterday,our firm hasbeen invited to submita proposalto theCity of Miami
Civilian InvestigativePanelthe"Cm" to serveasits "IndependentCounsel." We are concernedwith
whetherthehiring of our firm by that agencywould beprohibitedby Section2-11.1of theMiami-Dade
CountyEthicsCodejfl Thepurposeof this memois to requestyourstaffsopinion on this issue.

TheCity of Miami recentlyestablishedthe CW, which servesasan independent,citizens’ oversightof
theMiami PoliceDepartment.TheC is comprisedofthirteen13 membersappointedby theMayor,City
Commission,andChiefof Police. TheCity ordinancecreatingtheCIP providesfor engagementof
IndependentCounsel.TheIndependentCounselis theprimarylegal adviserto theC and is hiredby the
C, subjectto approvalof theCity Attorney.

Our firm is a "professionalassociation"underFloridaStatutesChapter621. Our firm is not a
partnership.We have40 lawyers, ofwhich 13 are "shareholders."Oneoftheshareholdersin our firm is the
sonof a C member.He is theholderof 450 sharesof non-votingClassB Stock,which representslessthan
a 1% interestin theequity ofthe firm andhis sharesare subjectto a repurchaseoptionby thefirm. He is a
salariedemployee. He doesnot hold any office nor is he a directorof the firm. Managementandcontrol of
our firm is vestedsolely in thevoting ClassA stockholdersandthe foregoingshareholderownsno ClassA
votingstock. Hewill not be assignedto advisethe C aspartof ourproposedserviceasIndependent
Counsel.ChristopherKurtz is proposedto be our firm employeewho is theprimary attorneyfor this work. I
will likely be assignedashis back-up.
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While we do not belie natthehiring of our firm by theC is - ahibitedby Section2-11.1,the
purposeofthis letter is to requestan informal decisionfrom your office.RJ

Thankyou very muchfor your assistance.Pleasecall if you haveany questionsor requirefurther
information.

DavidM. Wolpin

W/ Thesubsectionsof Section2-11.1 whichare pertinentto our inquiry include subsectionsc andd.

[21/ Wehavemadea similar requestfor advice from theStateCommissionon Ethicsconcerning
Section12.313, FloridaStatutes.

Arlene J. Jordan
Legal Assistantto Edward0. Guedes,
David M. Wolpin andAlison S. Bieler
WeissSerotaHelfman
PastorizaGuedesCole& Boniske,PA.
2665 SouthBayshoreDrive, Suite420
Miami, Florida 33133
Telephone:305 854-0800

Facsuni. 305 854-2323
Email: aiordanäiwsh-law.com

This message,togetherwith anyattachments,is intendedonly for the addressee.It maycontaininformationwhich is legally
privileged,confidentialandexempt fromdisclosure. If you are not the intendedrecipient,you are herebynotified that any
disclosure,copying,distribution,use or any action or relianceon this communicationis strictly prohibited. If you havereceivedthis
e-mail in error,pleasenotify the sendimmediatelyby telephoneat 305 854-0800or by returne-mailanddeletethemessagealong
with anyattachments.


